
MOSQUITOPREVENTIONPLANNINGWITHTHEREGIONALAGENCIES

OFALAMEDACOUNTY

FredCRoberts

AlamedaCountyMosquitoAbatementDistrict
3024East7thStreetOaklandCalifornia94601

Itisapleasuretobediscussingmethodstoprovidemosqui
tocontrolthroughtheplanningprocessIwouldliketopro
videabriefoverallviewofoursourcepreventionprogramand
thenfocusontheDistrictsapproachtoplanningwithregional
agencies

RichardHusbandsoftheStateBureauofVectorandWaste

Managementmadethefollowingstatementinapaperpresent
edtothisassociationeightyearsago
Ifsourcereductionprinciplesareusedtocorrectthe
problembeforeitoccursthenthetimespentmman
hoursthathelpstopreventamosquitoproblemcanbe
balancedagainstaveragedistrictcostsnormallyassociat
edwithanuncorrectedproblemofthistype
Thesentencesuccessfullycoverstheelementsofsourcepre

ventionMrHusbandsisnotsatisfiedwithsimplycorrecting
aproblemthroughpreventiveplanningbutjustasimportant
documentingtheprocessisamannerthatwouldproveordis
proveitscosteffectiveness

AlamedaCountyisparticularlyfertilegroundforasource
preventionprogramManykindsofmosquitoproblemscanbe
producedasanincidentalbyproductofmansactivitiesThere
arepotentialmosquitoproblemsinherentinsewagetreatment
undergroundwaterrechargesystemsgravelharvestingopera
tionsandirrigationLanddevelopmentcancreatestormdrain
systemsornamentalpondsseptictanksswimmingpools
allpotentialmosquitosources

Mostdramaticperhapsaretheincreasedactivitiesto
createwetlandsintheSanFranciscoBayAreaincludingsalt
waterwastewaterandfreshwatermarshes

Thekindoflandandwaterprojectdevelopmentin
AlamedaCountyandtherateatwhichitisoccurringstrongly
suggeststhatanaggressivesourcereductionprogramwould
paydividendsFortunatelyperhapsasneverbeforethelegal
environmentisconducivetotheDistrictsinvolvementinthe

planningprocessesofdevelopmentTheplanningprocedures
establishedbytheCaliforniaEnvironmentalQualityActand
thepermitprocessesestablishedbytheregionalregulatory
agenciesarerelativelynewandcanbeusedeffectivelyformos
quitosourcepreventionpurposes

TheBoardofTrusteesoftheAlamedaCountyMosquito
AbatementDistrictdevelopedaSourceReductionPolicy
thatspecificallystatesthatsourcepreventionisanintegral
partofoursourcereductionprogramThepolicyreadsin
partSourcereductionshallbeaccomplishedthroughDistrict
reviewofgovernmentalplanningprocesses Itmayseem
trivialtomentionbutsomegovernmentalagencieshaveactu
allydirectedtheirstafftostayoutofplanningWefeelwe
shouldntmisstheopportunitytopreventamosquitoproblem
whenitcanbedonemostinexpensivelyiebeforeitis
created

Oneofthekeystotheeffectivenessofourprobramde
pendsuponthelocalplannersbeingawarethatweareinter
estedinwaterinvolvedprojects Oneofourfirststepsin
establishingcontactwiththeplannerswastomodifyanddis
tributetheChecklistforReviewingEnvironmentalImpact
ReportsforPotentialMosquitoProblems adocumentpro
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ducedbytheSourceReductionCommitteeoftheCalifornia
MosquitoControlAssociationAlthoughthedocumentpro
videdagoodfirststepconstanteffortbyourstaffisneces
sarytoassurethatplannersrememberthatweexistInspiteof
theseeffortsoccasionalprojectsarenotdirectedtotheDis
trictforreview

Oursourcepreventionprogramistriggeredintoactionbya
varietyofinputsWereceiveEnvironmentalImpactReports
fromagenciespermitnoticesfromregulatoryagenciesplan
ningnoticesfromplannersandreferralsfromvarioussources
Wearealsoalertedtoprojectsbyfieldobservationsofour
staffandbyreviewingnegativedeclarations

Ourfirststepsinthepreventionprocessistoreviewthe
documentandinspectthesiteofdevelopmentWehavere
centlybegunusinganinspectionformtobefilledoutforeach
projectTheformisdesignedtohelpdetectproblemsmakea
permanentrecordandbeusedasabasistoformulatesolu
tionsTheformaskstheinspectorthreebasicquestions
1Aretheremosquitoproblemsatthedevelopmentsite
2Willtheexistingsourcesbeeliminatedbytheproject
3Willtheprojectcreatenewmosquitoproblems
Finallytheformaskstheinspectortomakerecommendations
baseduponhisinspectionandreviewoftheproposedproject
Therecommendationsaredesignedtoeliminateexisting
sourcesorpreventnewonesthroughthedevelopment

Theoutputofoursourcepreventionprogramisourformal
writtenrecommendationstotheplannersorothersBecause
wefmdwearerespondingmanytimestothesamekindsof
problemswehavedevelopedStandardRecommendations
forthepreventionofanumberoftypesofsourcesincluding
gravelharvestingoperationsfreshwaterholdingpondsstream
modificationsfloodcontrolchannelsandcatchbasins

REGIONALGOVERNMENTManyofthekindsofprob
lemswedealwitharecommontoallthevectorcontrolagen
ciesoftheBayAreaTheCoastalRegionoftheCalifornia
MosquitoControlAssociationhasdevelopedstandardrecom
mendationstopreventmosquitoproblemsinthemostimpor
tantofthosecommonproblems1saltmarshrestoration
projects2dredgematerialdisposaland3freshandwaste
watermarshcreation

TheBayAreaisblessedorcursedwithanumberofre
gionalagenciesTheSanFranciscoBayCorpsofEngineers
nowhasjurisdictionnotonlyofthenavigableriversandbay
butthetributariesTheSanFranciscoBayConservationand
DevelopmentCommissionregulatesdevelopmentalongthe
shorelineTheassociationofBayAreaGovernmenthasbeen
giventheresponsibilitytoadministertheEnvironmentalMan
agementandthe208SurfaceRunoffProgramFinallymore
restrictedyetstillwithregionalinfluencearetheEastBay
RegionalParkDistricttheEastBayDischargeAuthorityand
theSouthBayWildlifeRefuge

ThevectorcontrolagenciesoftheCoastalRegionofthe
CaliforniaMosquitoandVectorControlAssociationandthe
SDHSectionofVectorandSolidWasteManagementhavepre
sentedaunitedfronttotheseagenciesTheeffortsasyouare
probablyalreadyawarehaveresultedinstreamlinedpermit



systemsforsourcereductionandsourcepreventionworkthat
fallswithintheregulationofregionalagencies

Theregionalactivitiesofthemosquitocontrolagenciesof
theCoastalRegionhasprovidedsomeobviousadvantagesto
theAlamedaCountyMosquitoAbatementDistrict
1Wehaveavoidedconflictswithothervectoragenciesbyus

ingstandardrecommendationsthathavebeendeveloped
andapprovedbyallthelocalvectoragencies

2Ouragencysstatushasbeenelevatedtotheregionallevel
throughtheactivitiesoftheCoastalRegion

3Wehaveenjoyedthebenefitsofsharingthetechnicalex
pertiseandstaffofthevectoragenciesoftheCoastal
Region

4PerhapsmostsurprisingofallwefindtheStandardRe
commendationsoftheregionareleadingthewayinwet
landdesigncriteriaaneventualitythatputsourmosquito
controlDistrictinastrongpositionintheplanningstages
ofwetlands

LESSONSLEARNEDThestaffoftheDistricthaslearn

edanumberoflessonswhileimplementingourprevention
programHerearesomeofthemostimportant

LessonINOONEDOESITBETTERWehavestudied

plansdonebyexpertsinornithologywildlifesalt
marshesandonandonUnequivocallythelesson
standsoutthatnoonedoespreventivemosquitocontrol
planningunlesswedoit

LessonIIHOWEASYTHEYFORGETUnlesswecon

stantlymakeeffortstokeepkeypeopleawareofour
concernweareforgottenandmosquitoproblemsare
overlookedinplanneddevelopments
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LessonIIIWEMUSTNOTEQUIVOCATE BE

SPECIFICWeoncecommentedonaDraftEIRthat

therewasnotenoughinformationtopredictwhethera
mosquitoproblemwillbecreatedTheyrespondedby
sayinginessencewewerecorrectWeshouldhavesaid
thereportwasinadequateandaskedforspecificinfor
mation

LessonIVBEWAREOFTHOSETOOEAGERTO

ACCEPTOURRECOMMENDATIONSWehaveseen

situationswheretherealorimaginedinfluenceofour
agencyhasbeenusedbydevelopersTheyuseourre
commendationswhichhappentosuittheirpurposesto
rejecttheconflictingrecommendationsofanother
agencyInactualityourrecommendationsmostoften
canbedesignedtobecompatiblewithmanyobjectives

LessonVWEMUSTCONTINUETOLEARNFROM

OURMISTAKESWehavemadeanumberofmistakes
mostlyofomissionWemustdocumentoureffortand
resultspreciselyinordertolearnfromourpasterrors

CONCLUSIONIfwearetodeterminewhetherornotwe

haveaneffectivemosquitoproventionprograminAlameda
Countyweshouldknowthefollowing1thequantityof
sourcescurrentlyexistinginAlamedaCounty2therateat
whichnewsourcesarebeingcreatedbynaturalprocessesand
theactivitiesofman3therateatwhichthesourcesarebe
ingeliminatedand4howeffectivetheDistrictisatprevent
ingnewmosquitosourcesbyourpreventiveplanningprogram

TheprogramiscurrentlyinitsinfancyWeknowthe
answertoonlytwooftheabovefourquestionsWehopewe
haveputtheproperforcesinmotiontoprovideanswersto
allofthefourquestions


