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WeedsareplantsoutofplaceWeedcontrolinmos
quitoabatementisbasedontheprincipleoffirstthings
first

Asabackgroundtothisideaofweedcontrolour
originalideaofthisoperationwasanefforttoreduce
theweedgrowthontheedgesoftheditchessothat
amoreefficientlarvalinspectionwouldbepossible
andintheeventoflarvalactivitytheoperatorswould
notbeencumberedbytheexcessivevegetationthat
continuallyhindersmanyofoursprayoperators

Inpractice24Dspraywasappliedtotheseditch
banksandtheresultswereveryfavorable

Astheprogramexpandedtoeliminatethewater
coveringplantspennywortandwatercressitwas
noticedthatanincreasedflowintheditchdepressed
thelarvalpopulationtothepointwheresprayingfor
larvaewasoccasionalratherthanroutine

Needlesstosaywiththecombinedoperationofme
chanicalandchemicalweedprogrammingtheinsec
ticideusagehasdroppedtoafractionoftheformer
output

Insensiblecontroluseofweedicidecanbeagenu
inebenefittoanydistrictsoperationprogramThisis
veryevidentinthepublicrelationsofthedistrictwhere
farmersaresavedmanydollarsoftheirownThese
dollarswouldhavebeenspentforthespraycontrol
ofagriculturalinsectsthatutilizewildvegetationas
coverandfood

Intheactualsprayandtreatmentprogramthemost
importantaspectsfromtheoperatorsstandpointare
1Whatmaterialsareforwhatjob2Howsafeto
usebothforproduceandoperatorsafetyand4
Howdothecostscompare

Forthefirstmaterialsclassificationbroadlythey
canbeabritrarilygroupedasfollowstheselectives
thegeneralsandsterilants

Theselectivesarespecificinfunctionthefinaleffect
isthatofanalterationinthehormonebalanceofthe

planttherebyeffectingslowdeathThemostfamiliar
ofthisgroupis24DwithitsseveralformulatesItis
exceedinglyversatilebecauseifusedattherecom
mendeddosagesitskillingeffectisconfinedtothe
broadleafbutthestrengthcanbealteredtoinclude
evencattailsandtulesinitscontrolrange

245Tactsmuchthesamebutismoreeffectiveon
woodytypecoverDalaponhasreversedthisselection
withgrassthesusceptiblegroupandbroadleafsgen
erallyunaffectedAminotriazoleisamoregeneral
herbicidewithpronouncedleewayinusage

Itshouldbementionedherethatanyuseofhormone
selectivessuchastheaforementionednecessitatesthe
filingofanapplicationwiththeCountyAgricultural
CommissionersofficeHeinturnwilladviseyouon
regulationsgoverninguseofhormoneselectivesin
highlysusceptibleareasCottongrapesmelonsand
tomatoesarebutseveraloftheeconomicplantsaffected
byminutequantitiesofthesesprays

Lessriskytouseproximaltocropswouldbethetis
sueburningweedoilsDinitrophenolandfortified
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DieseloilsSomesterilantsusedinlowconcentrations

areveryeffectiveinthegeneralweedicideclass
Thecommoncomplaintwiththegeneralweedkiller

isthatinareaswhereerosionoflandorsloughingof
ditchbanksareproblemsgeneralorsterilantusage
eliminatesthedirtholdinggrassroots

ThesterilantsactinthegroundTheyentertheroot
structuresanddiscourageplantgrowthforperiodsof
timethatvaryuptofouryearsbutinaveragerainfall
areasonetotwoyearsdurationmaybeexpectedfor
therecommendedapplicationratesTheseincludethe
arsenicsborateschloratescommonsaltandcombina
tionsoftheaboveCMUiscommonlyusedbyitself
orincombinationwiththeureasofchlorates

Incidentallythesematerialsareonlyahandfulof
themanyeffectiveformulationsusedcommonly
throughouttheUStoday

Thesafenessofthesetothemanwhohastoapply
themisofcontinuousimportanceFirstitmustbe
borneinmindthataswithmanyinsecticidesweedi
cidesalsohavesimilarsolventsthatcancausedamage
tosensitivetissue eyesnoseetcifprolongedcon
tactismaintained

Thephenoliccompoundsandthefortifiedoilsare
unpleasanttousebecauseofodorandskineffectbut
eveninthemostpotenttheintensetoxicityofthe
organicphosphatesisnottomyknowledgeever
reached

Forasummationofweedcontrolitwouldbewell
tolookatitnotassingleapproachesbutratherassev
eraltoolsthatwhenintegratedproperlygivegood
positiveresultsThesoilsterilants whichareabit

expensiveincidentallycanbeutilizedtoprotect
bridgesshedsfuelsupplyareasandpumphousesfrom
damagethroughlaterweedburning

Theselectivesmaybeappliedforpredetermined
effectsaspreviouslynotedWhenthetotaleffortsof
thesprayinghavebeenachievedtheentiredebrisand
residuemaybeburnedoff

Thiscoverageoftheweedicidechemicalsdoesnot
precludethedesirabilityoftillagenaturalelimination
eitherbyplantcompetitionorgrazingoranyofthe

othermethodsthatarepossiblyavailable
Thecostsofthesematerialsandtheirapplication

ratesandcharacteristicsareavailableeitherfromthe
suppliersorfrominterestedagriculturalcommissioners

NowIwouldliketohearsomequestions

PUBLICRELATIONS

OperatorResponsibility
HERBERTBBROWN

DivisionForemanAlamedaCountyMosquito
AbatementDistrict

Publicrelationsisnotasubjectthatisnewtoopera
torsorpersonnelofanymosquitoabatementdistrict
asitisapartofoureverydaywork

Todefinepublicrelationsbrieflyitisaprocessof
informingthepublicofdistrictactivitiesandpolicies

Eachoperatororemployeeofamosquitoabatement
districtisapublicrelationsrepresentativeofhisdis
trictItishisresponsibilitytoexplainthepoliciesac
tivitiesandreasonsforactivitiestothepeoplehemeets
inhisdailyroundsInmanyinstanceswearetheonly



contactresidentsoftheareahavewiththedistrictand

itisbyouractionsthatthedistrictisjudged
Buildingcasualacquaintancesintofriendsoftenre

volvesaroundanabilitytotalktopeopleonafriendly
basisandwithsomeregardfortheirneedsandinter
estsInturnthesepeopleasaresultofthispersonal
contactwilloftentakecorrectivemeasurestoeliminate

theirmosquitobreedingcourcesFriendlinessisjust
anotherformofpublicrelationsTomentionanexam
pleortwoofwhatwefeelareverygoodpublicrel
tionswefurnishsomeoftheschoolsintheareawith
mosquitofishfortheirfundraisingcarnivalsWeask
themtodistributemosquitocontrolpamphletsandto
trytogetasmanyfishaspossibleinfishpondstanks
troughsetcwheretheywilldousthemostgoodWe
bothbenefitbythisactivity

Thepickleprocessingindustryseemstolikethe
southernpartofAlamedaCountyaswehaveseveral
intheareaThetanksusedforprocessingareareal
problemtocontrolIncooperationwiththemanage
mentandworkerswehaveworkedoutasystemfor
controlwherebyweonlymakeaninspectionabout
onceamonthAlsoatthesameplaceweusetheirtanks
forwinterstorageoffishWestockheavilyinthefall
andtheyfeedandmaintainproperwatersupply
throughthewintersothatwehaveanavailablesupply
offishintheearlyspringwhenfisharehardtoobtain
fromnormalsources

Thewordsyouusearetoolstopersuadepeopleto
actortogetanideaoverHaventyoutalkedtoMrs
Brownaboutherleakingwaterfaucetorpondlilies
orlazygoldfishuntilyoucouldinjectanideaorsug
gestionthatwouldhelptocontrolmosquitoesmore
effectivelyandstillnotrequirerepetitionofwork

Publicrelationscoversaverylargefieldofactivity
interagencypersontopersonindustrialfarmhouse
tohouseandmanyothersEachoneofuscontributes
toapublicrelationsprogrameachandeveryday

COORDINATIONOFAERIALCHEMICAL

CONTROLWITHGROUND

OPERATIONS

BURTONFENTEM

ChiefPilotMercedCountyMosquito
AbatementDistrict

Wehavefoundthatwiththeamountofproblem
areaandthelimitedbudgetthatwemustoperate
undertheonlywaythatwecanhavemosquitocontrol
isthroughtheoperationofdistrictownedaircraft

Withoutcoordinationbetweenoperatorsandpilots
agoodjobofcontrolwouldnotbepossibleThereare
manyfactorsinvolvedinhavingagoodcoordination
programFirstofallthisstartswiththeforemanItis
hisresponsibilitytoseethathisoperatorsaretrained
properlyandtohelpthemwithanyproblemthatthey
mayhaveIfeelthatawelltrainedoperatorisavery
importantmantothedistrictIntheMerceddistrict
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wehavenineoperatorsThedistrictisdividedinto
ninezonesandanoperatorisresponsibleforonezone
whichisapproximately150squaremilesYoucansee
bythesizeoftheareathathemustorganizeeverything
thathedoestoavoidneglectinganypartofhisterri
tory

Howdoestheoperatortieinwiththeairspraypro
gramWithouttheoperatorwewouldnthaveanair
sprayprogramWeknowthatthecheapestwayfor
mosquitocontrolisbyairplanehowevereventhough
thecostofapplicationbytruckismuchgreaterwe
musthavethecombinationoftruckandplanetodothe
job

Iwouldliketogivetoyoubrieflyanideaofwhatthe
operatorandpilotjobsconsistofandhowitbecomes
anorganizedteamFirstofallitstartswiththeopera
torHemakeshisinspectionanddetermineswhether
thisparticularsourceistobeairsprayedornotIfit
istobeairsprayedhemustfilloutanairsprayrequest
formOnthisformhegivespertinentinformationtothe
pilotsuchasthedatethenameandlocationofthe
propertyownertheapproximateareatobetreated
thelarvaeinfestationandstagesetcIftheserequests
arefilledoutproperlythepilotcandeterminehowto
schedulehisworkandalsothetypeofinsecticideheis
touseAftertheoperatorhascompletedhisdailywork
hereturnstohisdepotandturnshisrequestformover
tothepilotWiththisinformationthattheoperator
hasgiventhepilothecanplanhisworkforthenext
dayEachpilotisresponsibleforapproximately500
squaremilessohemustworkwithmorethanone
operatorEachplanehasitshomebasewhichisgeo
graphicallylocatedwithinthedistrictByhavingthe
planesandpilotsstationedthroughoutthedistrict
eliminatesmuchferrytimeandunnecessarycostsIn
additiontothiswehavetwootherairstripsthatare
equippedwithloadingfacilitiesByhavingfineair
stripsstrategicallylocatedweeliminatealotofcostly
timeandbacktrackingAteachofthefivelocations
wehaveoperatorsthatusetheseastheirhomedepot

Duringthesprayseasonthedistricthassixtwowav
radiosinoperationWehavefoundthattheseradios
morethanpayforrentandcertainlyisresponsiblefor
considerablesavingsoftimeandcoststothetaxpayers
Ateachofthesefivedepotslocatedwithinthecounty
wehavewindguagesWehavefoundoutthroughex
periencethatwecansuccessfullysprayinwindsup
to12and15milesperhourTheseareinexpensivein
strumentsandhavesavedusmanytripsbythisImean
ifweareworkinginacertainareaandfinishupand
arereadytomoveintothenextoperationzonewe
eithercallhimbyradioorhecallsusandtellsusthe
currentconditionIfthewindisblowingtoostrong
inhisareawecancontactothersectionsofthedistrict
thatmayhavenowindandneedhelpWesometimes
haveallofourplanesworkinginoneareaWehave
foundthatbygivinganoperatorarideoverhisterri
torybyplaneitcanbecoveredin30minutesorso
whichwillsavetheoperatorashighasonedayofhis
timelookingforthesources

Ibelievethatthiscoversbrieflyourpresentopera
tioninMercedCountyWithoutcoordinationbetween
airandgroundpersonnelyoucantexpectagoodjob
ofmosquitocontrol


